
It was like a family reunion as 175 se-
nior citizens and their guests arrived at
the parish hall of St. Mark’s Church, New
Milford, for the annual Thanksgiving
Dinner sponsored by the Good News
Lunch on November 18.

The hall was abuzz with greetings as
the guests gathered, but the real topic of
conversation was the renovated parish
hall, which had been devastated by the
great flood of June 29 five months before.

For over three years they have been
gathering in this same place for the
monthly luncheon prepared by the four
local congregations. As they sat down to
enjoy the traditional holiday dinner, be-
ginning with a blessing, there was great
thanksgiving that they were back at their
“home” at St. Mark’s.

The heavy rain and wind pounded
Northeast Pennsylvania for over a day.
The water was running off the already
saturated land and hillsides. Tributaries
continued to pump more runoff into the
Susquehanna River, which was rapidly
approaching flood stage. The small
stream alongside St. Mark’s Church was
running fast and high, and debris was al-
ready collecting under the bridge over
Route 11.

It did not take long for the water to spill over the banks
across the lawn inundating the picnic benches, pounding
down the shrubs, and pushing into the parish hall. Then, it
rapidly advanced through the building and across the street
and into the basement of the church and the rectory.

In the parish hall the power of the water swept tables
and chairs against the west wall, and deposited silt in ev-
ery nook and cranny.  “The power of the water was ter-
rific,” reports Wendy Keklak, St. Mark’s junior warden.
“When we were finished the clean-up we had carted away
1,500 tons, or 37 truckloads, of debris.”

“When we were able to get to the buildings, we were
heartbroken,” says Jim Yeich, the parish’s senior warden.
“The water had filled the basements, we lost 2 furnaces,
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mud was everywhere, the outside storage shed was askew,
the fences gone, our garden was a smelling mud flat.”

Having surveyed the damage on that Friday morning,
Keklak immediately called the diocese to report the situa-
tion. Then, they called the Church Insurance Company in
New York.

“The called seemed to last just a few minutes,” recalls
Keklak.  “They told us to contact the Church Restoration
Group immediately, which we did.

We could not believe it! That very same day they sent
an evaluation and assessment team and we were on our
way to recovery. Not only was there a quick response,
but they assigned us a wonderful project manger who
saw us through the clean-up and restoration process.”

“The hardest part for me,” opined Joan Flint, the parish

The heavy rain and wind pounded Northeast Pennsylvania for over a day.  The water
was running off the already saturated land and hillsides. Tributaries continued to pump
more runoff into the Susquehanna River, which was rapidly approaching flood stage.
The small stream alongside St. Mark’s Church was running fast and high, and debris
was already collecting under the bridge over Route 11. It did not take long for the
water to spill over the banks across the lawn inundating the picnic benches, pounding
down the shrubs, and pushing into the parish hall. Then, it rapidly advanced through
the building and across the street and into the basement of the church and the rectory.
On the second day, when the photo above was taken, the water begins to recede from
St. Mark’s Parish Hall.

The diocese received a $15,000 emergency grant from ERD to meet our insurance deductible.
St. Paul’s, Montrose, helped with a bridge loan for immediate needs. We received $6,500 from the
Cathedral along with gifts from 14 parishes in the diocese, three outside, and several individuals.



treasurer, “was that we had to remove absolutely every-
thing out of the parish hall.  After all the water had been
pumped out, we had to cart away the contents of the build-
ing.”

The first emergency clean-up crew had to remove the
waterlogged sheet rock and insulation, and then deal with
the mold.

“Oh, the mold,” says Flint. “I could not believe how fast
the mold started – and the smell!”

It was not the mold, however, that became the major
problem, it was asbestos. All the floor and ceiling tiles
had to be removed, and the work of asbestos abatement
began.

“On Monday morning came the second flood,” says Yeich
with a big grin.  “First, the diocese had applied and re-
ceived an emergency grant from Episcopal Relief and
Development (ERD) to help us to meet the insurance de-
ductible, then came the calls for assistance.

First help came from St. Paul’s in Montrose, with a
bridge loan to help us with immediate needs; then, an
outpouring from the parishes of the diocese.  What a
wonderful flood of love and support!”

“I am still sending out thank you notes,” said treasurer
Flint. “We received $6,500 from the Cathedral in Bethle-
hem, along with gifts from 14 parishes in the diocese, three
outside the diocese, one parish in Florida, and a number
of private individuals. The ERD made a $15,000 grant
through the diocese to our devastated area.”

Along with the financial assistance, the Youth Group of
Trinity Church, Buckingham, Diocese of Pennsylvania,
came to spend the weekend of October 16 and helped clean
all the grounds. Ten young adults, and five adults, along
with the rector, came and spent two days reclaiming the
gardens and lawn, cutting back battered shrubs, and trim-
ming trees.

Three weeks after the flood, the congregation was back
in the church for worship services, and the vacant rectory
had been turned into a temporary parish hall and office.

Reflecting on the flood, cleanup, and restoration, one
parishioner wrote in the monthly parish newsletter about
all the work done and that “the junior warden, Wendy
Keklak, was on duty 24/7 and deserves a star in her crown.”

“One of our major concerns was the Good News Lunch,
which started at St. Mark’s and meets in the parish hall on
the Third Saturday of each month,” said senior warden
Yeich. “However, the lunch’s ecumenical planning
group decided to take up temporary space until we had
our kitchen and hall back in operation.  Thanksgiving
became our target date.”

And, so it was that five months after the flood, a happy
and grateful group of diners sat down for their Thanks-
giving Dinner at St. Mark’s, and a happy but tired group
of parishioners gathered in the kitchen to serve them. There
was much thanksgiving in the place.

Canon Charles Cesaretti is priest-in-charge at St. Paul’s,
Montrose.

The Youth Group of Trinity Church, Buckingham, Diocese of Pennsylvania, came to spend the weekend of October 16 and helped clean
all the grounds. Ten young adults, and five adults, along with the rector, came and spent two days reclaiming the gardens and lawn,
cutting back battered shrubs, and trimming trees.



Senior Citizens gather in refurbished Parish Hall of St. Mark’s, New Milford, for Good News Lunch Annual Thanksgiving
Dinner. The hall was abuzz with greetings as the guests gathered, but the real topic of conversation was the renovated parish
hall, which had been devastated by the great flood of June 29 five months before.


